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               Enduring love 

 

 
  26 Sep, 2023 

 
 “Without self-giving and seeking forgiveness love does not last; it does not endure.” — Pope Francis                                                      Reflection:                                  When was the last time you did something for someone else out of love, expecting nothing in return? Is there someone you need to ask forgiveness of or who is seeking forgiveness from you?                                                                              This content comes to you from                                  Our Sunday Visitor                                   courtesy of your parish or diocese
 

 
   

 

 

 

 
       Grace-filled joke 

 

 
  26 Sep, 2023 

 
 An old joke tells of a farmer standing proudly by his field of corn. A traveling preacher was passing by and said, “You know, you and the good Lord are partners in creating this field.” The farmer replied, “That may be, but you should’ve seen the place when God was the sole owner!”                                                                              This content comes to you from                                  Our Sunday Visitor                                   courtesy of your parish or diocese.
 

 
   

 

 

 

 
       To be first, be last 

 

 
  26 Sep, 2023 

 
 In reflecting on all that Jesus taught, St. James realized that we must “be doers of the word and not hearers only, deluding yourselves” (Jas 1:22). James knew that we have a tendency to remain complacent and inactive, telling ourselves in our heads that we are people of faith, but then not allowing Jesus’ call to love and service to have an impact on our lives. Yet Jesus says, “If anyone wishes to be first, he shall be the last of all and the servant of all” (Mk 9:35).                                                                              Every day provides an opportunity to serve others, often simply and quietly with little notice by the people around us. St. James tells us that if we do not take these opportunities and act on them, we delude ourselves into thinking we are Christians even while we fail to do as Jesus commands.                                                                              For some of us, being the “last of all and the servant of all” comes naturally and easily; for others, such living is a real challenge.                                                                              How is your life shaped by such humble service? In what ways do Jesus’ command and James’ wisdom provide direction, encouragement and challenge for you at this time in your life?                                                      This article comes to you from                                  Grace In Action                                   (                                  Our Sunday Visitor                                               )                                              courtesy of your parish or diocese.
 

 
   

 

 

 

 
       September 26, 2023 

 

 
  26 Sep, 2023 

 
 Lk 8:19-21                                                                                                                                     Jesus is told that his family has arrived. They cannot get through the crowd to see him. Jesus uses this opportunity to teach his followers that being related to him is not about blood ties. It is about those who follow him hearing and acting on God’s word.                                                      There are so many people who do not know, do not understand, or completely reject being part of a spiritual family, made in the image and likeness of God. Let us pray for them today.                                                      This content comes to you from                                                                    Our Sunday Visitor                                                                    courtesy of your parish or diocese.
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