
May 27, 2020

Dear Parishioners:

Over the past 2 ½ months we have witnessed the closing of our schools, our retail stores and 
restaurants, and even our places of worship. The COVID-19 Pandemic is an experience not one of us has 
seen in our lifetime and it now has us contemplating how it will affect our future. I know we were all 
distressed when the proclamation was made by our bishop to suspend the celebration of Masses on March
17th, but it was done to keep each one of us safe. Many found other ways to continue their relationship 
with our Lord such as watching Mass on TV, practicing Spiritual Communion and visits to our Church, 
which remained open to you, and through family and personal prayer.

Last Thursday, May 21st Bishop Persico was live streamed in a Diocesan Town Hall event all were
invited to view. Recognizing the desire people have expressed about returning to Mass, he was very 
happy to announce the option to return to public Masses in our Diocese of Erie and provided certain 
protocols for parishes to follow to continue keeping every one safe. 

As Bishop Persico stated, “It’s not like turning a light switch on.” He emphasized his concern about the 
seriousness of COVID-19 and pointed to the health and well-being of the community as a top priority. 
The Bishop announced that each pastor will decide how and when public Masses will resume in their own
parish however, the protocols mandated by the Diocese will need to be followed. Failure to respect these 
protocols may result in a pastor re-suspending Masses.

As your pastor, in collaboration with other parishes in our Deanery, I have decided to resume our 
weekday Masses beginning Monday, June 1st. These will be offered Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, and 
Fridays at our usual time of 6:45AM. 
Starting slow with just these Masses will provide us an opportunity to view interest, attendance, and 
become comfortable with the protocols that must be followed, as well as the cleaning and sanitizing that 
must be done each day in the Church.
My goal is to hold our first Sunday Masses on June 14th at 8:30am and 10:30am with the Saturday Mass 
of anticipation on June 13th at 5:30pm. I ask you to please attend your normal Mass if possible, and to try 
and limit the use of the Church’s Restrooms.

Please read and familiarize yourself with the General Norms and Protocols for Public Masses 
listed on the reverse side. They have been reviewed and accepted by St. Tobias Parish Council. These are 
in effect until further notice.

I hope you will be respectful and content with my decisions to resume public Masses and the protocols to 
be followed and I invite you to join me in the return of the celebration of the Church’s ‘Source and 
Summit’, the most Holy Eucharist. 

Sincerely,


